Subdocument – Japanese Mask
In ancient Japan, masks were of great importance for performing rituals and plays. The different characters and creatures including common people, deities, ghosts, heroes, animals and devils were depicted with these masks. Some of these masks were used to display feelings like anger. Some of the oldest Japanese masks were made from cloth and clay.

The use of masks in Japan started from 10,000 BCE. Apart from their use in plays and rituals, masks were also used to cover the face of the deceased. It was believed that masks helped deflect malevolent spirits.
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